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NEWS RELEASE
KEATON, CHAPLIN- AND BERNIE'S- NAMED BY EXPERT
FOR AMERICAN FILM INSTITUTE'S FUNNIEST FILM LIST
DAYTON, Ohio- Keaton and Chaplin, yes, of course. But Weekend at Bernie's?
From a list of 500 nominated movies, film expert Tony Macklin chose two classic
comedies as his favorites. Buster Keaton's The General (1927) landed in the top spot, and Charlie
Chaplin's The Gold Rush (1925) was second. But the latter-day Bernie's also ranked on his list.
Macklin, an associate professor of English at the University of Dayton who has taught ,
film classes for more than 35 years, was one of 1,800 leaders from the film community,
including artists, critics, historians and executives, asked to vote for the 100 funniest movies for
the American Film Institute. The films that drew the most votes will be revealed in "100 Years
... 100 Laughs," a television special to air on CBS June 13.
It was a difficult task, said Macklin, whose book, Voices from the Set, will be published in

July by Scarecrow Press ($39.50, 352 pp). The book features Macklin's 1970s interviews with
icons of the film industry - Alfred Hitchcock, Howard Hawks, Martin Scorsese, Alan Rudolph,
Robert Altman, Sam Peckinpah,John Wayne and Edith Head, to name a selection. Macklin was
one of the founders and editor from 1965 to 1978 of Film Heritage, an academic journal about
film.
"The greatest comedies aren't necessarily the funniest films, and the funniest scenes
often are not in the funniest movies," he said of the AFI exercise.

Weekend at Bernie's (1989)- "slapstick that is actually funny"- was a write-in for
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Macklin. Jurors were allowed five write-in votes for this subjective list.
Rounding out his top five were Billy Wilder's Some Like it Hot. (1959), "a ,wonderful romp
with Jack Lemmon, Tony Curtis and Marilyn Monroe. Fourth on my list was Stanley Kubrick's
outrageous but cerebral satire Dr. Strangelove (1964), a film of cosmic absurdity," he said.
He used another of his write-in votes for the final spot in his top five. "As fifth choice I
selected Abbott and Costello's The Time of Their Lives (1946). 1t is a hoot. Before taking part in the
poll, I'd forgotten the effect it had on me. Sitting in a movie cave, eating my Raisinettes or
Tootsie Rolls, I had been transformed by The Time of Their Lives. It introduced me to the heady
amalgam of imagination, history, absurdity and comedy."
Personal taste and the mood you're in when you sit down to watch a movie will affect
your reaction, particularly to a comedy film, he said. "Many of the choices depend on personal
taste. My best boyhood friend admired Danny Kaye; I loved the Bowery Boys and Abbott and
Costello. He's a court jester, and I'm an antic presence. We were destined to go our separate
ways."
Macklin's absolute choice for funniest film- "the film I laughed out loud at the most"
-wasn't eligible for the list. The Firemen's Ball, directed by Milos Forman, is a Czechoslovakian
film.
-30For media interviews, contact Tony Macklin at (937) 299-6068 or via e-mail at
macklin@checkov.hm.udayton.edu. Until Friday, June 2, he can be reached in New Jersey at
(609) 398-5493.

